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Abstract 
Academic research is a compulsory short research project for the final year students of Pusat Pengajian Sains Matematik (PPSM).
This research project intends to give the opportunity to the students in applying the knowledge from previous courses to produce
a quality research through guided self learning. Among the issues often raised by supervisors is the quality of the research topic,
rehashing and writing skills of the academic work which is unsatisfactory.  Some students take longer time to complete the 
project than the specified period given. This study aims to review the current practice and propose the improvement for the 
process.
© 2011 Published by Elsevier Ltd. Selection and/or peer reviewed under responsibility of the UKM Teaching and Learning 
Congress 2011. 
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1. Introduction 
Academic research can be defined as the systematic, rigorous investigation of a situation or problem in order to 
generate new knowledge or validate existing knowledge. Academic research takes place in various areas such as 
industrial and specialized practices, environmental issues affecting human life and health, vitality, theory 
development, and others. Academic research can be conducted by one group of experts for generation of knowledge 
development and innovation, or by collaborating of diverse group of researchers on a certain problem or 
issue.Research normally involves knowledgesearching, or systematic investigation, in order to establish novel facts, 
solve new or existing problems, prove new ideas, or develop new theories, usually using as scientific method 
(Thompson, 1996). The focus here is scientific inquiry.  
Academic research can be classified into few categories, namely exploratory research, refining or testing the 
existing theory, or integrated research (Paul & Clayton, 2005).Exploratory research is a type of research conducted 
for a problem that has not been clearly defined, or when there are no prior studies and documentation of the 
phenomenon. Generalisations regarding the phenomenon under observation will be made by the 
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•  able to perform and conduct the process of doing literature review relating to the research being carried out, 
•  able to explore methods or research methodology, 
•  the ability to transform  the research to a unique discovery, 
•  having skills in writing research reports, 
3. Methodology 
Alex's passion — jazz clubs — became his business when he started a PR firm. Now he's presenting to potential 
clients, seeing his Outlook address book grow, and making new hires: someone to work the books and another to 
publish a newsletter and start a Web site. Alex is a perfect candidate for Microsoft Office Professional and this is 
where he — and you — can come to learn more. Alex's passion — jazz clubs — became his business when he 
started a PR firm. Now he's presenting to potential clients, seeing his Outlook address book grow, and making new 
hires: someone to work the books and another to publish a newsletter and start a Web site. Alex is a perfect 
candidate for Microsoft Office Professional and this is where he — and you — can come to learn more. Alex's 
passion — jazz clubs — became his business when he started a PR firm. Now he's presenting to potential clients, 
seeing his Outlook address book grow, and making new hires: someone to work the books and another to publish a 
newsletter and start a Web site. Alex is a perfect candidate for Microsoft Office Professional and this is where he — 
and you — can come to learn more. Alex's passion — jazz clubs — became his business when he started a PR firm. 
Now he's presenting to potential clients, seeing his Outlook address book grow, and making new hires: someone to 
work the books and another to publish a newsletter and start a Web site. Alex is a perfect candidate for Microsoft 
Office Professional and this is where he — and you — can come to learn more. Alex's passion — jazz clubs — 
became his business when he started a PR firm. Now he's presenting to potential clients, seeing his Outlook address 
book grow, and making new hires: someone to work the books and another to publish a newsletter and start a Web 
site. Alex is a perfect candidate for Microsoft Office Professional and this is where he — and you — can come to 
learn more. Alex's passion — jazz clubs — became his business when he started a PR firm. Now he's presenting to 
potential clients, seeing his Outlook address book grow, and making new hires: someone to work the books and 
another to publish a newsletter and start a Web site. Alex is a perfect candidate for Microsoft Office Professional 
and this is where he — and you — can come to learn more. 
Alex's passion — jazz clubs — became his business when he started a PR firm. Now he's presenting to potential 
clients, seeing his Outlook address book grow, and making new hires: someone to work the books and another to 
publish a newsletter and start a Web site. Alex is a perfect candidate for Microsoft Office Professional and this is 
where he — and you — can come to learn more. Alex's passion — jazz clubs — became his business when he 
started a PR firm. Now he's presenting to potential clients, seeing his Outlook address book grow, and making new 
hires: someone to work the books and another to publish a newsletter and start a Web site. Alex is a perfect 
candidate for Microsoft Office Professional and this is where he — and you — can come to learn more. Alex's 
passion — jazz clubs — became his business when he started a PR firm. Now he's presenting to potential clients, 
seeing his Outlook address book grow, and making new hires: someone to work the books and another to publish a 
newsletter and start a Web site. Alex is a perfect candidate for Microsoft Office Professional and this is where he — 
and you — can come to learn more. Alex's passion — jazz clubs — became his business when he started a PR firm. 
Now he's presenting to potential clients, seeing his Outlook address book grow, and making new hires: someone to 
work the books and another to publish a newsletter and start a Web site. Alex is a perfect candidate for Microsoft 
Office Professional and this is where he — and you — can come to learn more. Alex's passion — jazz clubs — 
became his business when he started a PR firm. Now he's presenting to potential clients, seeing his Outlook address 
book grow, and making new hires: someone to work the books and another to publish a newsletter and start a Web 
site. Alex is a perfect candidate for Microsoft Office Professional and this is where he — and you — can come to 
learn more. Alex's passion — jazz clubs — became his business when he started a PR firm. Now he's presenting to 
potential clients, seeing his Outlook address book grow, and making new hires: someone to work the books and 
another to publish a newsletter and start a Web site. Alex is a perfect candidate for Microsoft Office Professional 
and this is where he — and you — can come to learn more. 
397 Noriza Majid et al. /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  59 ( 2012 )  394 – 398 
4. Result and Discussion 
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